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1. Distribution of clean cookstoves; broadening the focus area to urban regions. 

 
In the rural regions of Malawi most people have to live from less than 1-2 USD a day. The 
firewood used for their daily cooking is collected in the forests and thus essentially for free. 
Together with my Malawian partners, over the past three years I've distributed about 2000 
clean cooking stoves in various rural communities. The users could only contribute a small 
amount in the costs of these stoves. That's why this project was only possible with the 
assistance of a lot of donors from my hometown. Donor funds will not be available for ever so 
continuation of this project can only be guaranteed by using more sustainable procedures. 
In towns people are buying charcoal and wood. Prices of these fuels are constantly increasing 

and as a consequence the purchase costs of clean 
stoves will be earned back within 5- 6 months. This 
opens the possibility to start selling these stoves in 
the urban areas. The costs for the distribution in the 
rural regions will be covered via a combination of 
donor funds and profit gained in the urban areas. 
Within a few years we expect that the profit 
increases in such a way that this project can 
continue without donor funds. “Let the rich pay for 
the poor”.  

 
Thus the next step will be selling charcoal- and woodstoves in various towns. During my 
recent stay in  Malawi I met a number of beforehand identified potential sellers in various 
towns (a.o. Mzuzu, Blantyre and Lilongwe). Sellers 
vary from owners of small (grocery) shops to 
groups of women  and individuals who want to start 
their own business. Together with one of my 
Malawian partners I had a conversation about all 
aspects of bringing the stove on the market; I have 
provided them promotional  material in the form of 
posters and flyers and made arrangements about 
delivery and payment terms. The team that will be 
responsible for the distribution of the stoves to 
those retailers has been installed and instructed in detail. End of May, after the receipt of the 
container, I will contact all sellers to give them the final instructions. 
 

2. Cook stoves for flood affected families (an initial intervention) 
 
The devastating impact of the heavy rains in January in southern Malawi is even worse than 
initially reported. Due to the floods about 75,000 houses are totally destroyed while another 
110,000 are partially destroyed. The floods affected somewhat more than a million people and 
displaced 230,000 households. Worth mentioning is also the loss of 7,000 ha forests.  



My CADECOM partners in southern Malawi knowing 
about my efforts to introduce clean cooking in the country 
requested early February for fuel efficient cookstoves to 
minimize the amount of fuel wood used by the displaced 
people. Thanks to the many donors in my hometown 
(primary school Warande; Lions club and many private 
persons) I had funds available to donate all stoves (about 
100) which I had in stock in Malawi to affected families. 
Part of the stoves which will arrive end of May in Malawi 
will also be donated to a number of the displaced families.  
 
I have taken the opportunity to visit one of camps with the displaced families and to see the 
stoves in use. According to the leader of the camp the clean stoves are a pride of the women 
and friendly to the environment. After my instructions the efficiency turned out to be even 

somewhat better. I found out that there are also 
some camps with a central cooking place and 
thus there is a need for the highly efficient 
institutional stoves (80 % less wood!!). I have 
used the available donor funds to donate one 
stove (1100 USD) and together with my 
partners we will search for funds in order help 
more groups of people. 
 

 
3. Attending the Cleaner Cooking Camp 2015 in Lilongwe 

 
During my visit the 4th annual Open Day on Cleaner Cooking 
and Household Energy was organized by the umbrella 
organisation “Discover”(Cleaner Cooking Camp 2015). 
An excellent opportunity to meet a large number of people and 
organisations involved in the promotion of clean cooking. 
Together with my Malawian partners I showed the advantages of 
the Envirofit products.  
 
I had the opportunity the speak about 
5 – 10 min. with the Malawi Minister 

of Energy, Honourable Minister Atupele Muluzi. I have put a lot of 
emphasis on the fact that Envirofit is one of the few companies, if 
not the only one, which has real quantitative data to prove the 
performance of their products. In his final speech (without 
mentioning Envirofit) he urged all stove manufacturers to come 
with data obtained by standardized procedures.  



 
4. Cooperation with international relief organisations and the Malawian 

Government 
 
Due to my promotional activities during the last few years most organisations are aware about 
the clean cooking projects that have been initiated in Malawi. Just before I started my journey 
I got an invitation to give a presentation to Emergency Shelter and Camp Management 
Cluster Support Team. This team represents the international relief organisations which are 
actively involved in the actions to help the people which are suffering the devastating effect of 
the flood.   
My proposed intervention is to help the affected households to reduce their suffering in terms 
of meeting their energy needs by procurement and distribution of improved cook stoves and 
solar lanterns for cooking and lighting respectively.  The fuel wood of the displaced 
households is either washed away or left deserted in the abandoned areas. Consequently  
there is an urgent shortage of firewood in the camps which can be greatly solved by the 
distribution of the lightweight Econofire woodstoves; they use at least 65 % less wood, weigh 
only 2.7 kg and its FOB price China is only 13 USD (the Chitetezo claystove having an 
undefined performance weight more than 10 kg).  
 
The Malawian Ministry of Energy and international organizations like the Red Cross got 
convinced that since efforts to disseminate adoption of cook stoves are yet to bear fruits in 
many areas, this double burden on the environment can be reduced by ensuring that each 
displaced household gets and uses an improved cook stove. 
As a result this week the Malawian government have applied for funds at the Worldbank to 
submit clean cookstoves to all affected households. 
 

5. Promotion of the Wakawaka solar powered Led lamp (Dutch development) 
 
To all my contacts I took the opportunity to demonstrate the Wakawaka solar light. A sturdy, 
highly efficient, sustainable, solar-powered LED lamp. It provides users with up to 80 hours 
of bright, safe and sustainable light after just one single day in the sun. The WakaWaka Light 

is as much an indispensable product for those in the West, as it is the 
solution for the 1.2 billion people living without electricity. It is twice 
as efficient as any other solar lamp on the market and is making a 
significant impact around the world. (FOB price China is 11.5 USD) 
 

 
6. Presentation for the staff members of the St. Gabriel’s Hospital  

 
Partially based on a recent article in the Lancet Dr. Jacob van Wijk showed the catastrophic 
health effects caused by the presently used cooking practices: the premature death of 4 million 
people, mainly women and children. Various diseases were mentioned like pneumonia, 
COPD, cancer and birth problems such as low birth weight. I was happy to present the 
“solution” of these problems: cook stoves with 70 % lower emission of toxic gasses! 
These presentations initiated that the environmental health officer of the hospital got 
interested and together with him we will look for funds to provide high efficient cook stoves 
to the catchment area of the hospital (2000 families). 



 
7. The products 
 

All products 60 – 70 % fuel saving, 50 – 80 % lower emission of toxic gasses and faster 
cooking  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Econochar       Econofire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CH-5200 Charcoal     M-5000 woodstove with potskirt 
 
 
 
Double pot accessory 
 
 
 
 
100 l Institutional stove  

80 % less wood  
90 % less smoke and soot 
50 % less cooking time 

. 
 

 
5-Watt solar system 
 

 

 


